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The explicit teaching of synonyms to Year Two students will improve reading comprehension 

Procedure 

Both the Year Two classes (Intervention and Control group) were given the same pre tests 

and they were done individually. They included the Reading Progress Test, Munro’s 

Synonyms Task, Running Records to determine Text Level and the Word Meaning Assessment 

(designed by classroom teacher) 

 

The ten lessons for this research project were conducted with the Intervention group during 

the morning literacy block in the first hour, which is the reading block. The lessons went for 

between 35-45 minutes in duration over a 2 week period, in which the whole class 

participated. 

 

The ten lessons were devised with a scaffolding approach whereby the support given to the 

students was gradually reduced allowing the students to take more control for their learning. 

They experienced lessons where the teacher played the main role and then eventually the 

students played more of that role. They also experienced activities as a group, in pairs and 

finally on their own. 

 

The first lesson introduced the students to the term synonyms. They were asked if they had 

heard the word before and/or knew what it meant. Together we looked up the definition of 

the word on the Interactive Whiteboard so that all children could read it together. They then 

played a synonyms matching game in pairs, devised by the teacher. 
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Lessons two and three revisited the term synonyms and the students understanding of the 

word was added to a big piece of butcher’s paper to be displayed. This would be revisited in 

the last session to see if their understanding had changed or improved. The students were 

given posters with a word in the middle and in groups they had to brainstorm as many 

synonyms as they could matching the word in the middle. 

 

Lessons four and five continued to revisit the meaning of the word synonym and the big book 

was introduced during shared reading. Words were chosen from the text that the children had 

to find synonyms for.  

 

Lessons six to eight continued to use the big book however the words that were chosen from 

the text were unknown words. The students were taught the strategy of looking at the picture 

and the other words in the sentence to work out the meaning of the unknown words.  

 

Lesson nine and ten revisited the butcher’s paper where students had previously recorded 

their meanings and ideas for the word synonym. New ideas and findings were added. The 

students continued to work out synonyms for unknown words in their own texts. 

 

Following the ten lessons, the Intervention and Control group were given the same tests as 

the pre test, however this would now be the post test.  

 

A more detailed account of these lessons follows.   
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Teaching sequence used in the ten teaching lessons 

(Devised by teacher)  

Lesson 1 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to brainstorm anything they know 

about synonyms or what they think it might 

mean in small groups. They are to use the 

butcher’s paper and textas to write down 

their thoughts or thinking. Children to share 

their thinking and ideas to the whole class 

group.  

5 minutes 

Review Synonyms Together with the teacher, children to 

investigate the meaning of “synonyms” using 

the interactive whiteboard. 

5-7 minutes 

Main Activity Children are to work with a partner and cut 

out the synonyms cut and paste cards 

(Appendix 5). They are to play a matching 

game first where one partner turns over one 

word and their partner has to look at all the 

other words and try to find one that 

matches. 

Once children have matched all the 

synonyms they are to play concentration or 

snap with their synonym cards. 

After they have played this game they are to 

stick the words down next to their 

synonyms on a piece of butcher’s paper to 

create a synonyms poster.  

Teacher to rove to observe students. 

 

15-20 minutes 

Reflection In children’s workbooks, they are to write 

the word “synonym” in a bubble record what 

they have learnt. They are also to write 2 

words from this lesson along with one or 

two synonyms to match.  

5 minutes 
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Lesson 2 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-visit the poster with the 

brainstormed ideas and any knew ideas or 

thoughts are to be added. 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children are to be given a word on a piece of 

paper i.e. small, and they are to list as many 

words as they can think of that mean the 

same thing. Different words are given to 

different children so that a variety of words 

are being looked at. 

 

Children are to share their synonyms with 

the whole class to share their ideas and to 

also see what the other children had come up 

with. 

 

Children to play Synonym Charades using 

the flash cards (appendix 4), where two 

children are up the front and decide together 

on two synonyms i.e. big, huge. They then try 

to act out their synonyms, obviously doing 

the same actions. The other children need to 

work out what word the children are trying 

to convey, and also what a possible synonym 

could be. 

 

Children to add any new synonyms to the 

Synonyms Poster. 

 

15-20 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today and when 

might these use synonyms themselves?  

5-7 minutes 
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Lesson 3 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-visit the poster with the 

brainstormed ideas and any knew ideas or 

thoughts are to be added. 

 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children are to be given a different word on 

a piece of paper i.e. nice, and they are to list 

as many words as they can think of that 

mean the same thing. Different words are 

given to different children so that a variety of 

words are being looked at. 

 

Children share their synonyms with the 

whole class - share their ideas and also see 

what the other children had come up with. 

 

Children to complete the worksheet 

“Synonyms Worksheet” (appendix 6) in 

small groups. Children to discuss with each 

other their thoughts about which words 

would match, and then complete the sheet 

independently. 

 

Teacher to rove around the classroom 

listening to the discussion between children 

and taking anecdotal notes on the children’s 

understandings and ability to match 

synonyms. 

 

Once finished children are to play 

concentration or snap with the Synonym 

Word Cards.  

 

20-25 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today and when 

might these use synonyms themselves? 

5-7 minutes 
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Lesson 4 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-visit the poster with the 

brainstormed ideas and any knew ideas or 

thoughts are to be added. 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym Sam’s Lab on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 

http://pbskids.org/lions/games/synsam.html 

 

Teacher to introduce and begin reading the 

class big book, pages 2 and 3. Teacher to mask 

a selection of adjectives that the children will 

need to work out. The adjectives that are 

selected should be known words to the 

children i.e. pretty, happy etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work out 

the masked words. 

 

Strategies to be taught and encouraged here 

are looking at the picture, re-reading the 

sentence and paraphrasing. By looking at the 

rest of the words we might be able to work 

out the unknown word. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

as a whole class and they are to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to see 

“does it make sense?” and “does it fit with the 

meaning of the story?” 

 

The word is then revealed and children are to 

think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

20-25 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today. 

5 minutes 
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Lesson 5 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-read the pages from the 

previous lesson to identify the words that 

have numerous synonyms. 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym Sam’s Lab on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 

http://pbskids.org/lions/games/synsam.html 

 

Teacher to read pages 4 and 5. Teacher to 

mask a selection of adjectives that the 

children will need to work out. The adjectives 

that are selected should be known words to 

the children i.e. sad, mean etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work out 

the masked words. 

 

Strategies to be taught and encouraged here 

are looking at the picture, re-reading the 

sentence and paraphrasing. By looking at the 

rest of the words we might be able to work 

out the unknown word. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

as a whole class and they are to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to see 

“does it make sense?” and “does it fit with the 

meaning of the story?” 

 

The word is then revealed and children are to 

think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

20-25 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today and when 

might these use synonyms themselves? 

5-7 minutes 
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Lesson 6 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-read the pages from the 

previous lesson to identify the words that 

have numerous synonyms. 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym game on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 
http://www.firstschoolyears.com/literacy/word/ 

other/synonyms/interactive/synonyms.htm 

 

Teacher to read pages 6 and 7. Teacher to 

mask a selection of words that the children 

will need to work out. The words that are 

selected are now unknown words to the 

children i.e. bonnet, mutter etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work 

out the masked words. 

 

Strategies to be taught and encouraged here 

are looking at the picture, re-reading the 

sentence and paraphrasing. By looking at the 

rest of the words we might be able to work 

out the unknown word. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

in a small group and they are to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to 

see “does it make sense?” and “does it fit 

with the meaning of the story?” They are to 

share to the whole class. 

The word is then revealed and children are 

to think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

 

Children to write sentences in their 

workbook using the new synonyms learnt. 

 

20-25 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

5 minutes 
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today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today  

 

Lesson 7 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-read the pages from the 

previous lesson to identify the words that 

have numerous synonyms. 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym game on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 
http://www.firstschoolyears.com/literacy/word/ 

other/synonyms/interactive/synonyms.htm 

 

Teacher to read pages 8 and 9. Teacher to 

mask a selection of words that the children 

will need to work out. The words that are 

selected are now unknown words to the 

children i.e. bonnet, mutter etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work 

out the masked words. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

in small groups and they are then to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to 

see “does it make sense?” and “does it fit 

with the meaning of the story?” The small 

groups to share their ideas. 

 

The word is then revealed and children are 

to think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

 

Children to write sentences in their 

workbook using the new synonyms learnt. 

20-25 minutes 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

5 minutes 
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today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today 

 

 

 

Lesson 8 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-read the pages from the 

previous lesson to identify the words that 

have numerous synonyms. 

 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym game on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-

web/match/matchgeneric.asp? 

filename=kderittesynonyms 

 

Teacher to read pages 10 and 11. Teacher to 

mask a selection of words that the children 

will need to work out. The words that are 

selected are now unknown words to the 

children i.e. plucking, twitch etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work 

out the masked words. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

in small groups and they are then to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to 

see “does it make sense?” and “does it fit 

with the meaning of the story?” The small 

groups to share their ideas. 

 

The word is then revealed and children are 

to think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

 

20-25 minutes 
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Children to write sentences in their 

workbook using the new synonyms learnt. 

 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today and when 

might these use synonyms themselves? 

5 minutes 

 

Lesson 9 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-read the pages from the 

previous lesson to identify the words that 

have numerous synonyms. 

 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym game on the 

Interactive Whiteboard as a whole class. See: 
http://www.oswego.org/ocsd-

web/match/matchgeneric.asp? 

filename=kderittesynonyms 

 

Teacher to read the final pages, 12 and 13. 

Teacher to mask a selection of words that the 

children will need to work out. The 

adjectives that are selected are now 

unknown words to the children i.e. trod, sly 

etc 

 

When the teacher gets to the masked words, 

she asks the children “how can we work out 

this word?” Children are to investigate by 

talking to each other how they could work 

out the masked words. 

 

Children to come up with some possibilities 

independently and they are then to read the 

sentence back with their possible word to 

see “does it make sense?” and “does it fit 

with the meaning of the story?” They 

children are to share their ideas to the whole 

class. 

 

20-25 minutes 



 12 

The word is then revealed and children are 

to think of as many synonyms for the word. 

These synonyms are then substituted for the 

masked word to see if the meaning is still 

maintained. 

 

Children to write sentences in their 

workbook using the new synonyms learnt. 

Reflection Children to ask themselves “what have I 

learnt today?” and “what have I enjoyed 

today?” They are to write their thoughts in 

their journals. 

Children to also write down any new 

synonyms they have learnt today and when 

might these use synonyms themselves? 

5 minutes 

 

Lesson 10 

 

Activity Activity Description Time 

Warm Up Children to play word balloons on the 

Interactive Whiteboard. See:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/ 

english/games/word_balloons/small_sound/ 

standard.shtml  

 

5 minutes 

Re-visit Previous 

Lesson 

Children to re-visit the poster with the 

brainstormed ideas created in lessons 1,2 

and 3. Any knew ideas or thoughts are to be 

added. Children to see whether their 

understanding has grown or changed since 

the initial lessons. 

 

5 minutes 

Main Activity Children to play Synonym Charades using 

the flash cards, where two children are up 

the front and decide together on two 

synonyms i.e. big, huge. They then try to act 

out their synonyms, obviously doing the 

same actions. The other children need to 

work out what word the children are trying 

to convey, and also what a possible synonym 

could be. 

 

Children to read independently and as they 

are reading they are to highlight the words 

they are not sure of. They are then to use the 

strategies that have been taught over the 

past 10 lessons to work out what the word is. 

They are then to see if they could think of a 

synonym for the unknown word. 

 

Children to share their experiences to the 

20-25 minutes 
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whole class where the teacher scribes on the 

Synonyms Poster created in lesson 1. 

 

Reflection Children to reflect over the past 10 lessons 

and are to ask themselves “what new things 

have I learnt?” and “how might this help my 

reading?” 

They are then to think about the meaning of 

the word synonym and write a definition in 

their journals. 

 

5 minutes 

 

 

 

Flash Cards  

 

DARK LOUD QUIET 

SAD HAPPY WASH 

SLOW FUNNY GOOD 
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Synonym cut and paste cards 

seat 
 

chair 
   

simple 
 

easy 
   

mad 
 

angry 
   

tiny 
 

little 
   

stone  rock 
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toss 
 

throw 
   

enjoy 
 

like 
   

hop 
 

jump 
   

shut 
 

close 
   

tidy 
 

clean 
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silent 
 

quiet 
   

begin  
 

start 
   

chat  
 

talk 
   

weird 
 

strange 
   

clever 
 

smart 
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skinny 
 

thin 
   

loud 
 

noisy 
   

middle 
 

center 
   

ill 
 

sick 
   

huge 
 

big 
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difficult 
 

hard 
   

late 
 

tardy 
   

friendly  kind 
   

naughty 
 

bad 
   

finish 
 

end 
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Synonyms Worksheet 

 
 

Use the words in the box to find synonyms for the italicized words: 

close 

strange 

noisy 

quiet 

start 

end 

smart 

center 

hard 

kind 

talk 

clean 
 
The room was very tidy. 
(1)                     
 

I’m cold. Can you shut the window? 
(2)  
 

The question was difficult.  
(3)  
 

She doesn’t like to chat on the telephone. 
(4)  
 

The race will begin in two minutes. 
(5)  
 

I found a really weird sea creature at the beach today. 
(6)  
 

He is very friendly. Everybody likes him. 
(7)  
 

Jenny is quite clever. She can probably answer the question.  
(8)  
 

The night was silent. I couldn’t even hear the wind. 
(9)  
 

The students were so loud that I couldn’t hear the teacher. 
(10)  
 

Do you know what time the movie will finish? 
(11)  
 

There was a ghost in the middle of the room. 
(12)  

 

 


